
Definitions:
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Epidemiology: the study of patterns of disease and illness within a group of people or population
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Mortality: death rate or amount of deaths in a given population over a period of time
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Morbidity: the amount of suffering in a given population due to the incidence and level of sickness
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Infant Mortality: number of deaths of infants below the age of 1, per 100 births
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Life Expectancy: the average age a person may live to, based on current death rates
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Prevalence: refers to the number of cases of a disease in a population at a point in time
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Incidence: refers to the number of new cases of disease that occur in a population in a point in time
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Socio-economic Status: measure of an individual’s income, education, employment and other economic factors compared to the average population
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Inequality: refers to an unequal incidence of illness or conditions in a population 
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Trend: sequence of events that contain a common element
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Social Determinant: environmental factor that impacts on health and includes education, ethnicity, age, gender, location, employment, social and economic factors
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Health Promotion: a process that encourages people to increase control over and improve their health
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Cardiovascular Disease: is damage to, or disease of the heart and blood vessels
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Cancer: refers to the uncontrolled growth and spread of abnormal cells
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Injury: occurs when the body undergoes physiological damage
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Mental Health Condition: refers to a person who has undergone some psychological damage
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Diabetes: is a condition in which the body has a reduced ability to acquire glucose from the blood stream and put it in cells to be used as energy. This is caused by insufficient insulin
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Empowerment: being aware of choice making decisions without the input of others and acting on these decisions
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Group at risk: a portion of the population that shares one or more common characteristics that identifies them as being more susceptible to a disease or illness
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Alternative Health Care: methods commonly used to protect and restore health of individuals before the arrival of modern medicine
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Social Justice: a value that recognises the need to establish supportive environments for all people, reduce or eliminate inequality and promote inclusiveness of diversity
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Disability: a relative measure of a person’s inability to perform everyday tasks or motions
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Social Cost: the cost to society or the individual person in terms of non-economic value
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Economic Cost: the financial value placed on an item or a service
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Rural Dweller: a person who lives in an isolated or remote area
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Statistic: a numerical statement of fact
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Prioritise: rate of importance
